Computer Info – November 17, 2004

This Week’s Meeting


I will be bringing in the HP DVD Movie Writer DC3000 to demonstrate getting your video tapes to DVD.  The software is named ArcSoft ShowBiz 2 which is shipped with the writer.  Bring along your suggestions or experiences with writing DVDs.
ArcSoft ShowBiz 2


This is the video editing program that is shipped with the HP DVD Movie Writer DC3000.  But ArcSoft is a big name and the program can be used to edit any video that you already have.

Under the EDIT button you will find the following choices:


(The Media Tab)  The program allows you to choose where you are getting you video files from (it could be from an existing MPG file that you have on your hard drive – your digital video camcorder that you connect to your Firewire port – or an interface device (such as the HP DVD Movie Writer DC3000) that allows you to connect your VCR outputs to your computer.


 (The Text Tab)  This allows you to add text onto your video.

(The Transitions Tab)  Choose how you wish your chapters or pictures change from one to another.


The Export Tab)  --- This is where you save your edited video to your computer (hard drive).  You can save it as a DVD file (MPG) – Video CD file (MPG) – Windows Media File (WMA) – QuickTime Movie File (MOV) – or a Video file (AVI).
Under the CREATE button you will find choices for Designing a DVD or VideoCD and Writing a DVD.

You create a Title Screen and drag your video clips to it.  You can create submenus – design the background – and preview what it will look like before you actually write the DVD.  You can add background music to the menu system.  The possibilities are endless.

It is a slow process – so , if you want it done, you better get started.  There is no way to hurry the process along.  It takes a great deal of time to view and edit the video ---- and when you go to write the video (DVD), it still takes a long time.
